
final minutes 
 

Criminal Justice Policy Commission Meeting 

9:00 a.m. • Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

Senate Appropriations Room • 3rd Floor State Capitol Building 

100 N. Capitol Avenue • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Senator Bruce Caswell, Chair     Senator Bert Johnson  
Stacia Buchanan       Sarah Lightner   
Senator Patrick Colbeck      Sheriff Lawrence Stelma   
Representative Vanessa Guerra      
D. J. Hilson 
Kyle Kaminski 
Sheryl Kubiak 
Barbara Levine 
Laura Moody 

Representative Jim Runestad 
Jennifer Strange 
Judge Paul Stutesman 
Andrew Verheek 
Judge Raymond Voet 
 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was present, and 
absent members were excused.  
 

II. Approval of February 1, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked members if there are any changes or additions to the proposed February 1, 2017 CJPC meeting 
minutes. There were none. Commissioner Hilson moved, supported by Judge Stutesman, to approve the minutes 
of the February 1, 2017 meeting as proposed. There was no further discussion. The minutes were approved by 
unanimous consent. 
 

III. RFP for Study of County Costs to Redirect 17-Year-Olds to Juvenile Justice System Update  
The Chair noted that a RFP Review Panel Summary (see attached) is included in today’s meeting packet. The Chair 
stated that it will be the responsibility of the Legislative Council to work out any concerns with the work plan and 
opened the floor for discussion of the comments the review panel indicated need to be addressed. The Chair also 
asked if Commissioners preferred the bidder meet with the entire Commission or just the members of the Data 
Subcommittee, if that is necessary. There was no objection to the bidder meeting with just the Data 
Subcommittee. Commissioner Kubiak raised the need to hire a consultant with expertise in econometrics, health 
economics, or cost benefit analysis. The Chair asked CJPC Data Administrator Grady Bridges to bring that up with 
the bidder and noted that there is room in the budget to hire a consultant, if that is needed. Commissioner Hilson 
asked that costs to prosecutors are part of the analysis as well. The Chair also stressed the importance that the 
contractor understand that the study is looking for just financial facts and a clear cost analysis and not opinions. 
Commissioner Kubiak qualified that opinions about costs are not acceptable either and computing costs should be 
data driven, using econometric principles. 
 
The Chair declared that the terms of Commissioners Hilson, Levine, Stelma, and Verheek expire today at 5:00 p.m. 

and they can vote on any motions made at today’s meeting. 
 
Commissioner Moody moved, supported by Judge Voet, to accept the submitted bid conditional upon 
final resolution of any concerns expressed by the Commission and a contract being negotiated by the 
Legislative Council. Commissioner Verheek asked if there is a mechanism for resolving any concerns that are not 
fully addressed. Chair Caswell assured him that any concerns will be worked out before a contract is finalized. 
There was no further discussion. The motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
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Yeas—14  Chair Caswell   Commissioner Levine 
  Commissioner Buchanan Commissioner Moody 
  Senator Colbeck  Representative Runestad 
  Representative Guerra  Commissioner Strange 
  Commissioner Hilson  Judge Stutesman 
  Commissioner Kaminski Commissioner Verheek 
  Commissioner Kubiak  Judge Voet 
 
Nays—0     
  

IV. Update from Senator Colbeck 
The Chair called on Senator Colbeck for an update on the criminal justice package of bills before the Legislature. 
Senator Colbeck reported that a substitute to Senate Bill 11 will be offered in committee today, and he anticipates 
that the entire package of bills will be voted out of the House committee today and move through the full House 
quickly. 
 

V. Presentation on the Impact of Reducing or Eliminating the Use of Cash Bail 
The Chair asked Commissioner Levine to introduce today’s presenters—Barb Hankey, Oakland County Community 
Corrections, and Timothy Bouwhuis, Kent County Court Services. They proceeded with a presentation on the 
impact of reducing or eliminating the use of cash bail (see the attached slide presentation for more details). A 
period of question and answer followed. The Chair asked Ms. Hankey and Mr. Bouwhuis to send data on the cost 
of taking care of offenders when they are released versus the cost of taking care of them in jail. Judge Voet 
offered to send that data for his county and Commissioner Verheek will send the amount of pretrial programming 
money used in his county. Ms. Hankey will also send their risk assessment tool that is used by Oakland and other 
counties.   
 
VI.    Recommendation to the Legislature for Uniform Jail Management System 
The Chair inquired if the Attorney General has issued an opinion regarding getting access to data currently 
collected by Appriss. He called on Commissioner Kubiak for an explanation. She shared information she received in 
an email from James McCurtis and Beth Adcock from Victim Services who met with the new head of the Sheriffs’ 
Association. In that meeting, the head of the Sheriffs’ Association indicated that he is very supportive of the efforts 
being made by the Commission and the Diversion Council and he plans to execute agreements from all the 

remaining counties so that the State will be more comfortable about the utilization of the Justice Xchange for data 
purposes. Commissioner Kubiak asked to go on record that there is something she feels the Commission should 
investigate as we move forward with the release of information to Appriss. Because Appriss is a proprietary 
company, she is worried that, if the Legislature moves to construct an integrated data system with data collected 
from separate databases throughout the state, Appriss will want to hold the data and not want to release their 
data so that it can be integrated into that system. Representative Runestad offered his assistance in figuring out 
how to move forward given this concern. Commissioner Moody reported that a request for an opinion on accessing 
information from Appriss has not yet been submitted to the AG Review Board. CJPC Data Administrator Grady 
Bridges also clarified the two ideas being discussed regarding how counties would interface with a uniform jail 
management system and what information they should report. The Chair asked CJPC Data Administrator Grady 
Bridges to prepared a proposed recommendation, within the next two weeks, that would require counties to move, 
within a specific time frame, to a uniform data management system when they go to replace their current system. 
The proposed language will be sent to Commission members for comment. The Chair noted that the Commission 
needs to continue the discussion of identifying what data counties would be required to report. 
 
VII. Mental Health Subcommittee Update 
The Chair called on Commissioner Strange for an update. She reported that revisions have been made to the 
memorandum that will be sent to the sheriffs and that the revised memo will be sent to CJPC Data Administrator 
Grady Bridges.  
 
VIII. Data Subcommittee Update 
There was no additional information to report from the data subcommittee.  
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IX. Commissioner Comments 
The Chair asked if there were any comments from the Commissioners. Commissioner Verheek thanked the 
Commission for allowing him to serve in the event that he is not reappointed. The Chair announced that any news 
of the pending reappointments will be shared with Commission members. 
 
X. Public Comments 
The Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments.  
  
XI.  Next CJPC Meeting Date  
The next CJPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 5, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. in the Senate 
Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor of the State Capitol Building. 
 
XII. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m.  
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